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Report of the Legal Services Manager
Ward(s) affected:   All

Note: Members are asked to contact the author in advance of the meeting with

any detailed queries or questions.

1. Purpose of Report – To update the Committee on the range of planning matters which have been referred to Legal Services.  The Appendix lists the planning cases which are currently being dealt with by Legal Services and the action taken since the last report.
2. Recommendations – Members are asked to note the action taken.
3. Report
3.1
Legal Services is principally involved in 4 elements of the planning process, namely:
· Enforcement of planning control by the service of enforcement notices and breach of condition notices; prosecuting breaches of those notices;
· Completion of planning agreements under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990;

· Tree Preservation Orders.

· Appeals

Advice and guidance is also given on day-to-day planning matters.

3.2
I am happy to comment on any of the cases listed in the Appendix and I would welcome any comments that Members of the Committee may have on specific cases.
4. Implications
Financial and Value for Money (vfm) Implications – These are set out in the report.  All proposed actions to enforce planning regulations can lead to appeals and the cost and publicity associated with them.  
Legal Implications – These are set out in the report. The main implication is the likelihood of appeals against enforcement notices and planning decisions. The Council will need to present its case at appeal.

Contribution to Council Priorities – Monitoring of performance should contribute to delivering an efficient and effective service.
Risk Management –Each case is assessed against legal criteria to ascertain the degree of risk involved and regularly reviewed as it progresses.

5. Consultations with Others – Planning Enforcement Team Leader.

6. Access to Information : Background Documents – Files relating to each case, which contain exempt information.

7. Author of the Report – Annette Moppett, Legal Services Manager.  Telephone number 01756 706325 and e-mail amoppett@cravendc.gov.uk. 
8. Appendix 
Appendix A – List of planning matters dealt with by Legal Services since December 2012.
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