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Report of the Director of Services
Ward affected:  Skipton South
1. Purpose of Report
1.1 To seek Members approval to transfer a strip of land to Craven College, adjacent to their new Aireville Campus building for the purpose of providing a tree screen to the building. 
2. Recommendations 
2.1 Members are recommended to:

2.2 Approve the transfer of the strip of land, as illustrated on the plan at Appendix A, to Craven College for nil consideration.
3. Report
3.1 Following the completion of their new building on the Aireville Campus, which adjoins the Council’s land on Gargrave Road (O.S. Field No. 5707), the college together with residents of Stirton and Aireville Grange approached the Council to seek a solution to the lack of space on college land to provide an adequate tree screen for the building.
3.2 Officers have discussed the spatial requirements for the trees with the College and have plotted an approximate 1 meter wide by 18 meter in length, illustrated on the plan attached at Appendix A, area to accommodate a tree screen.  
3.3 The College would be responsible for moving the fence line and that they will be able to use the land for tree planting/screening purposes only.
3.4 The council’s in-house Estate’s Surveyor has undertaken a valuation for this strip of land and has concluded that, based on its size; the area is worth approximately £300.
3.5 It is therefore proposed that the land be transferred to the College at nil consideration, paying fees to cover the Council’s legal work involved in the transfer.
4 Implications
4.1 
Financial Implications
4.2 
The financial implications for agreeing to the transfer of this strip of land at nil consideration are minimal to the Council due to the size of the area in question and therefore is of minimal value.    
4.3  
The College has agreed to cover the Council’s legal fees for the work involved in  

the transfer of the land In accordance with the scale of charges agreed by this Committee on the 22nd January 2013.
4.4  
Legal Implications
Section 123 of the Local Government Act states that a local authority cannot
dispose of land except for a consideration less than the best that can be reasonably 
obtained unless the land to be disposed of will contribute to the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of all or any persons resident or present in the area. 

4.5 Contribution to Corporate Priorities 
4.6 The request for assistance with providing suitable tree screening has come from both the college and the local community residents resulting in the corporate priority of working with communities being achieved through good partnership working for the benefit of local residents.
4.7 Risk Management 
4.8 Equality Impact Assessment
4.9 The Council’s Equality Impact Assessment Procedure has not been followed. Therefore neither an Initial Screening or an Equality Impact Assessment has been undertaken on the proposed policy, strategy, procedure or function to identify whether it has/does not have the potential to cause negative impact or discriminate against different groups in the community based on •age • disability •gender • race/ethnicity • religion or religious belief (faith) •sexual orientation, or • rural isolation. 
5 Consultations with Others 
6.1 Planning Services
7. Access to Information : Background Documents –  

7.1 
None

8. Author of the Report
8.1 Hazel Smith, Asset and Project Manager; telephone 01756 706310; 

email hsmith@cravendc.gov.uk
Note : Members are invited to contact the author in advance of the meeting with any detailed queries or questions.
9. Appendices 
Appendix A
Plan
Appendix B
Photographs of the site
Page 3 of 3
13 May 2013
\\CRAVEN\services\Legal and Democratic\Legal\Agenda\2013-2014\Policy Committee 2013-05-21\Item 11 - Transfer of Land (strip) on Gargrave Road, Skipton, BD23 2QE.doc

