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Report of the Director of Services
Ward(s) affected:      All
1. Purpose of Report – To seek an exemption from the requirement to tender for the  procurement of services to undertake analysis of water samples for a period of up to two years
2. Recommendations – Members are recommended to:

2.1
Note the contents of this report

2.2
Approve an exemption from the requirement to tender for the procurement of services to undertake analysis of  private water samples until January 2016.
3. HIstory
3.1
Craven has had an agreement with the same supplier to provide analytical services, which are primarily, but not exclusively, used to analyse samples of private water undertaken in pursuance of our duties under the Private Water Supplies Regulations 2009.
3.2
Whilst the provision of these services have never been formally procured the present contractor also provides similar services to a number of other North Yorkshire Councils and one other council uses a Water Company with a similar schedule of rates.
3.3
It was intended to seek expressions of interest and thereafter issue tender documents earlier this year and include in this an invitation  of interest and costings for providing on- site sampling of routine and repetitive water samples. This exercise was however delayed because of more pressing work. 
3.4
On  6th. November 2013 a missive was received from the Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWI) regarding new regulatory requirements for drinking water analysis, referenced below under background documents. Essentially the transposition of EC Directive 98/83/EC means that only laboratories which are accredited by the United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) are approved for assessing drinking water quality. At the present time there are no such laboratories north of Birmingham and in common with most of the Water Companies, Yorkshire Water’s laboratories are not compliant, nor indeed are the laboratories of Public Health England.
3.5
.Accordingly were Craven to invite tenders for water testing at this time not only would the choice of laboratories be extremely limited, in order that the samples reach the lab. within the prescribed period, time for sampling would be reduced by an estimated ninety minutes per day with a consequential loss of productivity and income. I would also suggest that the cost of transporting and sampling would be somewhat greater than presently, a cost recoverable but subject to capping in accordance with the Regulations.
3.6
Members may therefore come to the conclusion that postponement of the procurement exercise until a healthy market in testing services that  are UKAS accredited has developed is almost certain to be economically beneficial both to the Council and the service users, the vast majority of which are Craven householders or business owners.  It is suggested that by deferring this matter for up to two years, i.e. until January 2016,  this will give sufficient time for companies to obtain this accreditation and so tender sums are likely to be more competitive.
4. Implications
4.1
Financial and Value for Money (vfm) Implications –   The value of the services being provided under present arrangements is £26,000 p.a. 
4.2      There are no financial costs directly arisng from this report other than the payment of costs  on a “per use” basis which will remain until the January 2016  if the Committee are minded to grant an exemption.    
4.2 Legal Implications These are dealt with in the report under contact procedure rules an exemption is required  and the  justification on the grounds of special circumstances is set out in the report..
4.3 Contribution to Council Priorities – The contents of this report does not directly contribute to any of the actions contained in the current Council Plan but is tangentially aligned to Enterprising Craven and Working with Communities
4.4
Risk Management – There are no signifcant risks to the Council associated with this report. 
4.5
Equality Impact Assessment – 
The Council’s Equality Impact Assessment Procedure has not been followed. Therefore neither an Initial Screening or an Equality Impact Assessment has been undertaken on the proposed policy, strategy, procedure or function to identify whether it has/does not have the potential to cause negative impact or discriminate against different groups in the community based on •age • disability •gender • race/ethnicity • religion or religious belief (faith) •sexual orientation, or • rural isolation. 
5. Consultations with Others – Financial Services, Procurement Manager, Strategic Manager Legal and Democratic Services
6. Access to Information : Background Documents 

http://dwi.defra.gov.uk/stakeholders/information-letters/2013/05-2013.pdf
7.
Author of the Report – Mark Richardson Environmental Health Manager
Note : Members are invited to contact the author in advance of the meeting with any detailed queries or questions.
8. Appendices – None 
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