Craven Local Plan: Residential Site Selection Process
Settlement Name: Skipton
Site Number and Address: South of Gargrave Road, north of Craven College

Stage 1: Settlement Level Analysis (Sustainability Appraisal)
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Result: Site performs satisfactorily in the Sustainability Analysis. The site is deemed sustainable in order to enter the Pool of Sites (with mitigation measures and recommendations). The site is a candidate for the Preferred Sites list for Skipton, subject to Stage 2 analysis below, and also a possible comparison of the site’s merits with other sustainable sites in Skipton if a surplus of sites exists. 

Stage 2: District Level Analysis
(I) Viability of Affordable Housing Provision
	A. The site is likely to deliver 11 or more dwellings (irrespective of being in a designated rural area or not). Affordable housing on site is obtained.
	Yes

	B. The site is in a designated rural area, and is likely to deliver 6 or more dwellings. A financial contribution towards affordable housing is obtained.
	

	C. The site is unlikely to deliver affordable housing (either less than 11 dwellings is likely and the site is not in a designated rural area, or less than six dwellings is likely in a designated rural area). 
	



(II) Site Proximity to Designated Landscape Features
	A. Site is likely to have potential to harm the special qualities of the designated landscapes of the YDNP or the AONB, and any harm cannot be mitigated against.

	No

	B. The location of the site in the context of the settlement (i.e. north-west, central, south-east, etc.; this gives an indication of relative proximity to YDNP or AONB, whichever is the nearest).
	North west




(III) Site Proximity to Designated Natural Environment Features

	A. Site is likely to have potential to harm the special qualities of the designated landscapes of the SPA, SAC or Ramsar, and any harm cannot be mitigated against.

	No

	B. The location of the site in the context of the settlement (i.e. north-west, central, south-east, etc.; this gives an indication of relative proximity to a SPA, SAC or Ramsar, whichever is the nearest).
	North west



(IV) Site Position in relation to Health & Safety Executive (HSE) Zone

	A. The site lies in the outer Health & Safety Executive zone, or not in an HSE zone.
	Yes

	B. The site lies in the Health & Safety Executive middle zone.
	

	C. The site lies in the Health & Safety Executive inner zone.
	



Result: The site passes all four District Level Analyses. After a comparison with other Pool of Site options in Skipton, the site is not considered suitable as one of the Preferred Sites for residential development in this settlement.  The site is of importance within Skipton Conservation Area.  It is located at the entrance to a wider area including Aireville Park, a conservation meadow, golf course, swimming pool and fitness centre, Craven Collage, Skipton Academy.  It is considered that this site may be more suitable for employment use to complement the existing cluster of employment/educational uses in the northwest of Skipton.
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Level 3 (Pass):   The site is in the Conservation Area and 

located at the entrance to a wider area including Aireville Park  

(used as the location of a fairground and other public events), a 

conservation meadow, golf course, swimming pool and fitness 

centre, Craven Collage, Skipton Academy and is of being great 

importance in terms of Skipton Conservation Area.  The site 

falls in flood risk zone 1, however the north east corner of the 

site lies in an area at medium/high risk of surface water 

flooding. It is considered that this site may be more suitable for 

employment use to complement the existing cluster of 

employment/educational uses in the northwest of Skipton.  

There is good access to the A road, without the need to pass 

through residential development.  Development is likely to have 

a low impact on biodiversity value.
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