Explaining our
budget 2019/20
In February the county council agreed
on a series of budget recommendations
which will allow us to carry on protecting
and developing effective front-line services
while also preparing for the challenges and
unprecedented uncertainty of the years ahead.

What does the county council
part of my council tax pay for?

How is the county council element
of my council tax calculated?

The council tax bill you pay to your borough
or district council contributes to the combined
cost of county council, district/borough
council, parish council, police and fire services.

All households have a property band between
A and H, which is allocated based on the
value of the property. The amount you pay
depends on which band your home is in.

For the county council that includes services
such as schools, adult social care, roads, street
lighting, winter maintenance, disposal of waste
collected by borough and district councils,
libraries and emergency planning. The
combined cost of the services we provide as a
county council will be £1 billion in 2019/20.

There are two elements to the council tax
which pays for county council services,
the main council tax and the adult social
care precept. The 4.99% overall increase
for 2019/20 is made up of a 2.99% general
increase and a 2% adult social care precept.

Where will the money be spent?
£424m

Schools

£258m

Health and adult services

£114m
£113m
£99m

Business and environmental services

Since 2010 our spending power has decreased
significantly. Government funding has reduced
and demand for services has increased. As a
result, every £1 we had to spend on services
at the start of the decade will have fallen
to around 60p by the end of austerity.
In addition to a comprehensive savings plan
county councillors also voted in February for
an increase in general council tax of 2.99%
along with a 2% social care precept, making
a total of 4.99%. The overall 4.99% increase
will be equivalent to just over £5 a month for
an average household or £1.20p per week.

Other (excludes NYES)
Children and young people’s services

The table below shows how much of the council tax you pay goes to the county council.
Property band

Basic council tax excluding
adult social care

Adult social care precept

Total

A

£811.68

£62.43

£874.11

B

£946.96

£72.83

£1,019.79

C

£1,082.24

£83.24

£1,165.48

D

£1,217.52

£93.64

£1,311.16

E

£1,488.08

£114.45

£1,602.53

F

£1,758.64

£135.26

£1,893.90

G

£2,029.20

£156.07

£2,185.27

H

£2,435.04

£187.28

£2,622.32

What is the adult social care precept for?
The adult social care (ASC) precept came into
effect in 2016/17. It is a portion of council tax
which is set aside specifically for adult social
care services. The council currently supports
8,491 older people and younger adults,
including people with learning disabilities,
physical disabilities and mental ill health, as
well as their carers. Adult social care services
are delivered in a number of different ways
including prevention and supporting people
to live independently in their own homes
as well as residential and nursing care.
We spend almost £250m on adult social
care services every year, supporting people
to live longer, healthier, more independent
lives. We currently receive over 77,000
enquiries every year relating to adult social
care and demand for services is increasing.

How is the adult social care
precept calculated?
The adult social care precept is calculated
as 2% of the total of the previous year’s
council tax which went to the county council.
It is then added to the previous year’s adult
social care precept amount as shown in the
example below for a band D property.

2018/19
North Yorkshire County
Council - Band D

£1,180.18

Adult social care
precept
North Yorkshire
County Council total

£68.67
£1,248.85

2019/20
North Yorkshire County
Council - Band D

£1,217.52

Adult social care
precept
North Yorkshire County
Council total

£93.64
£1,311.16

The precept percentage increase above is
calculated based on the total North Yorkshire
County Council charge in 2018/19 (i.e.
£1,248.85) so: £1,248.85 x 2% = £24.97
£68.67 (2018/19 cumulative adult social
care precept) + £24.97 (2019/20 increase
in adult social care precept) = £93.64

Why should I have to pay council tax
and an ASC precept when I don’t use
any services from the county council?
Although everyone benefits from some
county council services such as highways
and transport, only those with children will
receive education support and most people
would like to remain sufficiently independent
and healthy so that they never need council
support such as residential care. However, it is
often these statutory services which benefit the
smaller number of people that cost the most.
Similarly, the adult social care precept is part
of council tax rather than a service charge and
not linked to whether or not you receive social
care services. You could think of council tax
as an insurance premium. You hope you will
never have to claim but you have the comfort of
knowing that if you, or a member of your family,
need to then there will be support to help you.

Where can I find out more?
Find out more about the county council
part of your council tax bill including a more
detailed explanation of the adult social
care precept at www.northyorks.gov.uk/
counciltax You can also find information
about where our money comes from, how that
money is spent and read about our savings
plans at www.northyorks.gov.uk/budget
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