Section C: Sustainability Appraisal Process Description
Selected Policies in the Craven Local Plan

1. There are a total of 45 policies in the Craven Local Plan (2012 – 2032). This number of policies is divided into five categories, and each individual policy is placed in one such category based on the theme of each policy. The five categories, including their respective descriptions, are listed below.

· Sustainable Development, Strategic & Spatial Strategy (14 Policies)

2. The principal aim of the local plan is to promote sustainable development in Craven. The purpose of the two policies SD1 and SD2 is to embrace three key planning principles – namely, the presumption in favour of sustainable development (NPPF), the statutory requirement for decision making in Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and the statutory requirement of Section 19 (1A) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 in relation to climate change.

3. Further policies in this section address the requirement to meet the housing needs of Craven, the requirement to grow and diversify the local economy, and to ensure the appropriate mix and density of homes. Policies SP5 to SP11 refer to individual allocations for residential and employment in settlements. The remaining policies focus on directing a sustainable pattern of growth to deliver the spatial strategy of the plan over the local plan period 2012 to 2032, in terms of the strategies for individual settlements throughout the local plan area. 

· Environment (13 Policies)

4. The natural and built environment is the local plan area’s defining feature. People’s appreciation and enjoyment of Craven, and the area’s vitality and success is heavily dependent on its countryside and landscape. Local landscapes in Craven have been influenced and defined by natural and human activity, including a long tradition of farming and small scale urban development. The local plan area is surrounded by numerous areas of important natural significance, namely the European designations of Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation, in addition to Ramsar sites to the north of the local plan area. In aiming to conserve and improve the built environment, the policies here address heritage and good design, in addition to key environmental and socio-economic priorities such as biodiversity, green infrastructure, water, soil and air.

· Housing (3 Policies)

5. The Strategic Housing Market Assessment Update, November 2017 (SHMA) includes information on the likely scale of increased demand for older person’s specialist provision, and suggests that there is a need to double the current level of provision for older people, particularly the provision of enhanced sheltered and extra care provision. Craven also has a significant requirement for affordable housing, largely as a result of a mismatch between local incomes and the cost of renting or buying homes. The local plan will contribute to the overarching national aim of ensuring fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates their traditional way of life, whilst respecting the interests of settled communities. The specific policies look at providing specialist housing for older people across all tenures in sustainable locations, providing a percentage of local affordable homes in new housing developments, and meeting the housing requirements of Gypsies, Travellers, Showmen and Roma.

· Economy (8 Policies)

6. The NPPF states that planning policy should encourage and promote economic development and employment uses where required. The Employment Land Review (March 2017) provides further context for the local plan area. It shows that in Craven there is a high level of economic activity, and low levels of unemployment and deprivation. However, the study also shows that wages are below the national average, and that Craven is a net exporter of labour. Providing a policy context that safeguards, supports and enhances economic activity is an important part of the local plan. The individual policies look at supporting economic development and new employment land subject to criteria being met, and also safeguarding existing employment areas. There are policies which focus on town, district and local centres, in addition to the rural economy. There is a particular focus on supporting and promoting tourism, with particular policies focusing on the settlements of Bolton Abbey and Hellifield. 

· Infrastructure, Services & Facilities (7 Policies)

7. The Council is required to assess the level of infrastructure required to support the development set out in the local plan. The Council engages with infrastructure delivery bodies and relevant stakeholders to determine infrastructure requirements, assessing infrastructure requirements from site allocations and assessing the level of growth cumulatively. Planning obligations or “section 106 agreements” may be entered into with developers as part of the development process. They are sometimes required to ensure that places and communities grow in a sustainable way to and assist to deliver the objectives, aspirations and strategy of the local plan. The individual policies focus on key services and infrastructure such as community facilities, transport, recreational facilities, parking, communications infrastructure, and education.
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8. The Sustainability Appraisal examines these policies in terms of the 20 sustainability objectives, and also in terms of short term and long term effects (timescale) and the likely positive or negative effects in terms of urban, rural and transboundary. There are some sustainability objectives where the policy is unlikely to have any real influence. There may be cases where a policy scores some minor negatives in terms of some sustainability objectives. For example, an economically focused policy may have some minor negative effects on environmentally focussed sustainability objectives. It is generally important to ensure that these effects are not deemed to be in the “double negative” category in terms of the scoring system. Overall, a suitable and efficient policy should have a broadly positive score over the entire list of sustainability objectives. 
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