Section B: Sustainability Appraisal Process Description
Selected Housing Growth Option for the Craven Local Plan
1. In accordance with the NPPF and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG), the Council has produced an evidence base which has established the full objectively assessed need for housing in the Craven District from 2012 to 2032. The changing demography of the local plan area such as population and average age structure impacts strongly on the housing market, and the type and quantity of housing required. The household change forecast scenarios produced in the demographic research reports have been applied in the SHMA. Economic forecasts were also used in these documents to identify what level of housing might be needed to support the estimated jobs growth in the local plan area.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]A total of eight housing growth alternatives were identified as appropriate for sustainability appraisal during the plan preparation.  Four of these alternatives were identified in the Council’s Craven Local Plan Housing Growth Options Paper June 2017 (Doc Ref: Ho005)  and another four alternatives were identified in the Council’s Craven Local Plan Housing Growth Options Paper: Addendum November 2017 (Doc Ref: Ho004).  These documents can be viewed on the Council’s website at: https://www.cravendc.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/planning-policy-facts-and-figures/planning-policy-evidence-base/housing/.   Sustainability appraisals of all these alternatives were carried out in June and November 2017 within each of the above reports. Each alternative option is justified and has been referenced in the table below. The referencing has taken into account that Option B1 is an updated version of Option B and similarly Option C1 is an updated version of Option C.    
	Reference
	Dwellings per annum
	Justification

	Option A
	145
	The annual average number of dwellings completed (net) over the past 9 years, broadly reflecting the number of dwellings required to support the latest job growth forecasts for the District

	Option B
	182
	The objectively assessed need for housing (OAN) in the  Craven Local Plan Area (based on the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA): 2016) 

	Option B1
	206
	As Option B, but based on the updated evidence contained in the SHMA: 2017.

	Option C
	214
	The OAN for the Craven District Housing Market Area as a whole (based on the SHMA 2016). 

	Option C1 
	242
	As per Option C, but based on the updated evidence contained in the SHMA: 2017.

	Option D
	350 - 400
	Offers the potential to more than meet the District’s OAN and fully address the overall net annual imbalance of affordable dwellings. 

	Option E
	280
	Based on the most optimistic of jobs led growth options from the Regional Econometric Model (REM) in 2014 and in response to comments that a growth option between C and D be considered.

	Option F
	230
	Based on the number of dwellings that can be accommodated across the plan area on sustainable sites which conform with the spatial strategy of the local plan.   



3. The eight housing growth options are assessed under the 20 sustainability appraisal objectives. The effects of each housing option are assessed in terms of short term and long term (timescale of impact), and urban, rural and transboundary (location of impact). Taking account of the relevant evidence base, the sustainability appraisal and the analysis set out in the June and November 2017 Housing Growth Options Papers, the most suitable growth option was selected (Option F) 
4.	This growth option will more than meet the Local Plan’s FOAN of 206 dpa. Along with the likely contribution of new homes in Craven District inside the National Park, this option will meet the FOAN of the HMA (Craven District as a whole) of 242 dwellings (230 dpa in the plan area, 27 dpa in the National Park would be 257 dpa). The affordable homes likely to be built in the housing market area as a whole is estimated to be about 75/76 dpa. This is about 60% of the 126 dwellings per annum identified need in the housing market area. This is not in conflict with the NPPF, because meeting the affordable housing need is appropriate as far as is consistent with the policies set out in the NPPF. 
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