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CRAVEN SPATIAL PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

1st October 2015  
 

Present – Councillors Barrett, Brockbank, Mulligan, Staveley and Sutcliffe.  Councillor Harbron was 
also in attendance. 
 
Officers – Strategic Manager for Planning and Regeneration, Principal Planning Officer (Planning 
Policy Team), Planning Assistant (Planning Policy Team) and Committee Officer. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dawson and English. 
 
Start: 6.30pm          Finish: 9.15pm 
 
 
The minutes of the Sub-Committee’s meeting held on 25th February 2015 were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
Minutes for Report 

 
 

CSP.95 CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
Resolved – (1) That Councillor Mulligan is appointed Chairman for the current municipal year. 
 

(2) That Councillor Sutcliffe is appointed Vice-Chairman for the current municipal year. 
 
 

CSP.96 PUBLIC PARTIPATION 
 
The following persons addressed the Sub-Committee 
 
a. Having heard a member of the Council’s Planning Committee ( 28/9/2015 ) refer to Embsay as 
being a part of greater Skipton, Mr Brian Shuttleworth, Chairman of Embsay with Eastby Parish 
Council, stated that he considered the Member’s comments inappropriate and on behalf of the 
Parish Council and residents of Embsay wished to make it clear that Embsay, as a parish in its own 
right should be treated as such and not seen by Craven District Council as a part of Skipton Parish 
for purposes of spatial planning. 
 
b. Jill Wilson, a member of CPRE, spoke expressing concern at the proposal before the Sub-
Committee to increase the housing requirement within the emerging local plan for that part of the 
District outside the Yorkshire Dales National Park from 160 new dwellings per annum to 256. Mrs 
Wilson pointed out that historically the District had not delivered more than 180 dwellings per 
annum; reasons and a clear explanation were therefore needed for both employment and housing  
land proposals. New businesses and housing developments would need infrastructure and services 
to support them, so far as she was aware new infrastructure was neither planned or proposed and 
questioned how new development could be deemed sustainable in the absence of those 
improvements.  Consultation had not taken place with parish councils, ward councillors or 
communities on the proposed change in the housing allocation and she asked the Sub-Committee 
to defer consideration until proper scrutiny of the housing figures had taken place. 
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CSP.97 EMERGING LOCAL PLAN STRATEGY – HOUSING 
REQUIREMENT AND SPATIAL STRATEGY 

 
Further to Minute CSP.59/12-13, the Strategic Manager for Planning and Regeneration submitted a 
report seek approval of proposed changes to the emerging local plan strategy in respect of the 
amount and distribution of new homes in that part of the District outside the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park.  
 
Members were reminded that Government guidance stated that local planning authorities must plan 
to meet their own objectively assessed housing need based on market signals and jobs growth as 
well as population / household projections. Bearing in mind population projections indicated a 
declining resident population of working age, jobs growth would be of particular significance in 
taking the plan forward.  
 
In seeking to update the economic and housing evidence to be used to underpin the emerging local 
plan, consultants, as previously reported at Minute CSP.91/14-15, had been engaged to undertake 
an employment land review and produce an updated strategic housing market assessment (SHMA) 
for the District.  Although the employment land review had still to be completed, work carried out to 
date, when combined with the findings within the updated housing market assessment, indicated 
that the proposed housing requirement within the draft local plan should be increased from an 
annual minimum target of 160 new homes to 256 per annum (290 dwellings each year for the 
whole District).  
 
Representatives of Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners and Arc4, the consultants employed to carry 
out the employment land review and produce an update SHMA respectively, attended the meeting 
to outline their findings to date and respond to Members’ questions and comments thereon.  
 
The Principal Planning Officer also reported that community and stakeholder engagement 
outcomes informing preparation of the pre-publication draft local plan had indicated a preference for 
a dispersed approach to local housing growth, and sustainability checks on the emerging local plan 
had recognised sustainability benefits of such an approach in supporting community facilities and 
services in villages. Sustainability checks also indicated that an upward adjustment to the housing 
requirement would be most sustainably concentrated in the market towns, in particular Skipton 
having regard to its connectivity and economic relationships with the West Yorkshire conurbation. 
The three market towns serving the different parts of Craven were considered to present the 
greater opportunity for people to live and work in the same place, and offer the most opportunities 
to grow infrastructure and employment along with housing.  
 
The following spatial strategy was therefore recommended to accommodate the increased local 
plan housing requirement of 256 homes per year: 
 

Primary Focus for Growth 
 
Skipton - having regard to its range of existing facilities and employment growth potential related 
to good transport connections with West Yorkshire: 142 homes per year (an uplift of +59 from 
the 2014 draft local plan). 
  
Secondary Focus for Growth 
 
Settle – having regard to its role serving an extensive rural area (30 homes per year; an uplift of 
+14).  
Bentham – having regard to economic opportunities related to its proximity and rail connection 
with the growing city of Lancaster (29 homes per year between High and Low Bentham; an uplift 
of +14). 
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Other Spatial Strategy Settlements 
 
Glusburn and Cross Hills: 13 homes per year (an uplift of +6). 
Ingleton: 8 homes per year (an uplift of +3). 
Other villages with basic services – no change to the 2014 draft local plan housing growth 
figures 

 
It was pointed out that much of the increased housing growth in the market towns could be 
addressed through existing planning permissions and through higher housing site densities to 
accommodate more homes on preferred sites. Evidence within the SHMA showed that most of the 
homes needed were smaller properties at the lower priced end of the market suitable for older 
households and people working in Craven. 
 
During the course of the discussion a Member expressed the opinion that whilst conscious of the 
need to progress the draft Local Plan, a greater understanding of the evidence within the 
consultants’ reports was needed to enable Members to have confidence in agreeing the housing 
requirement now proposed. It was suggested and  
 
Resolved – That further consideration of the proposed housing requirement and spatial strategy          

is deferred to a meeting to be held in the week commencing 19th October 2015, that 
meeting to be preceded by a briefing on the evidence base and reasoning behind the 
recommendations now before the Sub-Committee.  

 
 
 

 
 
Chairman. 


